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FITZGERALD & HALLIDAY, INC.      
Innovative Planning, Better Communities 72 Cedar Street Hartford, CT 06106 

Tel. (860) 247-7200 
Fax (860) 247-7206 

 
 

 
May 7, 2013                       

 
Mary Colligan 
Assistant Regional Administrator 
NOAA Protected Resources Division 
55 Great Republic Drive 
Gloucester, MA 01930 

 
Subject:  Virginia Beach Transit Extension Study Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) 
   
 
Dear Ms. Colligan, 

 

Under contract  to HDR,  Inc., Fitzgerald & Halliday,  Inc.  (FHI)  is assisting Hampton Roads Transit  (HRT) 
with the preparation of the Virginia Beach Transit Extension Study (VBTES) to examine the best transit 
options  available  for  a  former  Norfolk  Southern  Railroad  right‐of‐way  in  Virginia  Beach.  Our  initial 
inquiry was submitted to your office  in December 2009. Since that time, an alternative fixed‐guideway 
alignment was added  to  the study process  in  the Hilltop area along Laskin Road and station  locations 
have been modified and refined. Thus, FHI seeks to re‐initiate our coordination efforts with your office 
and kindly requests any information including a statement of your concerns, if any, relative to potential 
impacts to marine species. Information provided will be utilized in the preparation Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (DEIS) for the project. 

The VBTES project involves assessing the environmental impact of various transit alternatives including 
bus,  bus  rapid  transit,  and  light  rail  transit,  along  approximately  10.8 miles  of  the  former  Norfolk 
Southern Corporation’s rail right‐of‐way in Virginia Beach and eastward to the Oceanfront at 19th Street. 
This  inactive rail corridor extends from Newtown Road at the Norfolk‐Virginia Beach City line eastward 
to Birdneck Road  in a  line roughly parallel to  Interstate 264. The Oceanfront extension of the corridor 
starts at Birdneck Road and stretches along 17th Street and Washington Street to 19th Street and Arctic. 
An alternative fixed‐guideway alignment to the Oceanfront is also being studied through the Hilltop area 
along Laskin Road, and  two potential  locations  for a vehicle storage and maintenance  facility are also 
under  study.  The  study  corridor  is  depicted  on  the  attached  four  map  sheets  derived  from  the 
Kempsville, VA, Princess Anne, VA, and Virginia Beach, VA USGS Topographic Quadrangle Maps. With 
the  exception  of  several  proposed  station  locations  (which  are  depicted  by  the  “bulb‐outs”  on  the 
attached map sheets), the study corridor being evaluated is roughly 500 feet wide.     
 
The project proposes  to cross a  small number of  tidally  influenced waterways  including Thalia Creek, 
London Bridge Creek, Great Neck Creek, and Upper Linkhorn Bay.  Additionally, the project is included in 
an area mapped by NOAA‐National Marine Fisheries Service as Essential Fish Habitat  (EFH). Based on 
data  provided  on  the  NERO  habitat  conservation  website 
(http://www.nero.noaa.gov/hcd/STATES4/VirgMary.htm), EFH designations for the project area include:  
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 Red hake (eggs, larvae, juveniles, and adults) 

 Witch flounder (eggs) 

 Yellowtail flounder (larvae) 

 Windowpane flounder (eggs, larvae, juveniles, and adults) 

 Atlantic sea herring (adults)  

 Bluefish (juveniles and adults) 

 Atlantic butterfish (eggs, larvae, juveniles, and adults) 

 Summer flounder (larvae, juveniles, and adults) 

 Scup (larvae, juveniles, and adults) 

 Black sea bass  (larvae, juveniles, and adults) 

 King mackerel (eggs, larvae, juveniles, and adults) 

 Spanish mackerel (eggs, larvae, juveniles, and adults) 

 Cobia (eggs, larvae, juveniles, and adults) 

 Red drum (eggs, larvae, juveniles, and adults) 

 Sand tiger shark (larvae and adults) 

 Atlantic sharpnose shark (adult) 

 Dusky shark (larvae and juveniles) 

 Sandbar shark (larvae, juveniles, and adult) 

 Scalloped hammerhead shark (juveniles) 

 Tiger shark (larvae and juveniles) 
 

 
On  behalf  of  HRT,  FHI  requests  that  your  office  kindly  forward  us  any  information  on  federal  rare, 
threatened, or endangered marine species  information, managed fish species, or essential fish habitat 
that may  exist  within  or  adjacent  to  the  project  study  corridor. We  look  forward  to  receiving  any 
information you can provide us, and to future coordination with your office.  

 
 
Very truly yours, 

 
FITZGERALD & HALLIDAY, INC. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Stephanie Dyer‐Carroll, AICP 
Senior Project Manager 

 
Enclosure 

 
cc: C. Tillery (FHI); E. Nelson (HDR); Julie Timm (HRT) 
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FITZGERALD & HALLIDAY, INC.      
Innovative Planning, Better Communities 72 Cedar Street Hartford, CT 06106 

Tel. (860) 247-7200 
Fax (860) 247-7206 

 
May 7, 2013 
 
 
Mr. Matt Wicks 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – Norfolk District Office 
ATTN: CENAO‐WR‐R 
803 Front Street 
Norfolk, VA 23510 
 
 
Subject:   Virginia  Beach  Transit  Extension  Study  Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement  (DEIS) 

Navigability of Water Crossings 
 
Dear Mr. Wicks, 
 

Under contract  to HDR,  Inc., Fitzgerald & Halliday,  Inc.  (FHI)  is assisting Hampton Roads Transit  (HRT) 
with the preparation of the Virginia Beach Transit Extension Study (VBTES) to examine the best transit 
options available  for a  former Norfolk Southern Railroad  right‐of‐way  in Virginia Beach.  In December, 
David Laiuppa with our office spoke with you about seasonal limitations of wetland delineations. As you 
will recall, a wetland delineation was undertaken in the fall of 2009. Since that time, the Study has been 
modified to  include a fixed‐guideway alignment alternative through the Hilltop area along Laskin Road 
and station locations have been modified and refined.  

The VBTES project involves assessing the environmental impact of various transit alternatives including 
bus,  bus  rapid  transit,  and  light  rail  transit,  along  approximately  10.8 miles  of  the  former  Norfolk 
Southern Corporation’s rail right‐of‐way in Virginia Beach and eastward to the Oceanfront at 19th Street. 
This  inactive rail corridor extends from Newtown Road at the Norfolk‐Virginia Beach City line eastward 
to Birdneck Road  in a  line roughly parallel to  Interstate 264. The Oceanfront extension of the corridor 
starts at Birdneck Road and stretches along 17th Street and Washington Street to 19th Street and Arctic. 
An alternative fixed‐guideway alignment to the Oceanfront is also being studied through the Hilltop area 
along Laskin Road, and  two potential  locations  for a vehicle storage and maintenance  facility are also 
under  study.  The  study  corridor  is  depicted  on  the  attached  four  map  sheets  derived  from  the 
Kempsville, VA, Princess Anne, VA, and Virginia Beach, VA USGS Topographic Quadrangle Maps. With 
the  exception  of  several  proposed  station  locations  (which  are  depicted  by  the  “bulb‐outs”  on  the 
attached map sheets), the study corridor being evaluated is roughly 500 feet wide. 
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One component of our analysis is the investigation and documentation of existing navigable waterways 
in the project study corridor.  We are hoping that you can direct us to someone in your office that can 
provide  us  with  mapping  that  depicts  navigation  channels  in  the  project  corridor.  In  addition  to 
contacting  you, we  have  sent  a  similar  request  letter  on  to Mr.  Terrence  Knowles  of  the U.S.  Coast 
Guard. 

We sincerely appreciate your assistance with this. 

Very truly yours, 
 

FITZGERALD & HALLIDAY, INC. 
 
 
 
 

Stephanie Dyer‐Carroll, AICP 
Senior Project Manager 

 
cc: C. Tillery (FHI); E. Nelson (HDR); J. Timm (HRT) 
 
 
Enclosure 
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FITZGERALD & HALLIDAY, INC.      
Innovative Planning, Better Communities 72 Cedar Street Hartford, CT 06106 

Tel. (860) 247-7200 
Fax (860) 247-7206 

 
 
May 7, 2013 
 
Mr. Terrance Knowles 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
United States Coast Guard Fifth District 
431 Crawford Street 
Portsmouth, VA 23704‐5004 
 
 
Subject:   Virginia Beach Transit Extension Study Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)  
 
Dear Mr. Knowles, 
 

Under  contract  to HDR  Engineering,  Inc.,  Fitzgerald & Halliday,  Inc.  (FHI)  is  assisting Hampton Roads 
Transit (HRT) with the preparation of the Virginia Beach Transit Extension Study (VBTES) to examine the 
best transit options available for a former Norfolk Southern Railroad right‐of‐way in Virginia Beach. Our 
initial inquiry relative to the navigability of water crossings within the project corridor was submitted to 
your  office  in  December  2009.  Since  this  time,  options  have  been  added  for  the  fixed‐guideway 
alignment in the Hilltop area along Laskin Road and station locations have been refined. Thus, FHI seeks 
to re‐initiate our coordination efforts with your office and kindly requests any  information  including a 
statement of your concerns,  if any,  relative  to potential  impacts  from  the project on navigable water 
crossings. Any  information provided will be utilized  in  the preparation of Draft Environmental  Impact 
Statement (DEIS) for the project. 

The VBTES project involves assessing the environmental impact of various transit alternatives including 
bus,  bus  rapid  transit,  and  light  rail  transit,  along  approximately  10.8 miles  of  the  former  Norfolk 
Southern Corporation’s rail right‐of‐way in Virginia Beach and eastward to the Oceanfront at 19th Street. 
This  inactive rail corridor extends from Newtown Road at the Norfolk‐Virginia Beach City line eastward 
to Birdneck Road  in a  line roughly parallel to  Interstate 264. The Oceanfront extension of the corridor 
starts at Birdneck Road and stretches along 17th Street and Washington Street to 19th Street and Arctic. 
An alternative fixed‐guideway alignment to the Oceanfront is also being studied through the Hilltop area 
along Laskin Road, and  two potential  locations  for a vehicle storage and maintenance  facility are also 
under  study.  The  study  corridor  is  depicted  on  the  attached  four  map  sheets  derived  from  the 
Kempsville, VA, Princess Anne, VA, and Virginia Beach, VA USGS Topographic Quadrangle Maps. With 
the  exception  of  several  proposed  station  locations  (which  are  depicted  by  the  “bulb‐outs”  on  the 
attached map sheets), the study corridor being evaluated is roughly 500 feet wide.  
 
In 2009, we conducted fieldwork from Newtown Road  in Norfolk, VA east to Birdneck Road  in Virginia 
Beach, VA to visually  inspect all of the major water crossings along the project corridor. The results of 
our investigation are briefly summarized in the paragraphs below. In support of our effort, we kindly ask 
that  you  review  this  information  and  provide  us  with  any  information  or  mapping  you  may  have 
regarding navigable waterways in the project corridor. We also request that you render a determination 
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as  to  the current navigability of  the crossings discussed below and  inform us  if any U.S. Coast Guard 
permits  or  other  requirements  will  apply  at  these  locations  so  that  we  may  document  those 
requirements in the DEIS. 
 
Thalia Creek Crossing 
 
The  proposed  project  corridor, which  follows  the  path  of  the Norfolk  Southern  rail  corridor,  crosses 
Thalia Creek just east of Town Center. The existing railroad bridge over the creek is a wooden structure 
with timber cross planks blocking all of the openings between the piers except for one (refer to Photo I 
attached). Due  to  the  limited  clearance under  the  timber  cross planks and narrow width of  the  lone 
opening  between  piers  (approximately  eight  feet),  it  appears  that  only  kayaks  and  canoes  can 
successfully pass under the bridge. Additionally, a review of Google Earth (2009) aerial photos revealed 
that  there are no docks or other  signs of boating activity downstream  (south of  the existing  railroad 
bridge. Upstream vertical clearance is controlled by the fixed bridge at Virginia Beach Boulevard. To the 
north  of  the  railroad  bridge,  the  first  dock  is  encountered  approximately  0.7 miles  upstream  of  the 
crossing on  the east side of  the creek, opposite  the athletic  fields associated with Princess Anne High 
School. As one proceeds further to the north along the creek and into Hebden Cove and Witchduck Bay, 
docks and boating activity steadily increase. 
 
London Bridge Creek 
 
The  Norfolk  Southern  rail  corridor  crosses  London  Bridge  Creek  just  to  the  northeast  of  the  I‐264 
Lynnhaven Parkway interchange. Like the Thalia Creek crossing, the bridge includes timber cross planks 
that  cover many of  the openings between  the piers  (refer  to  Photo 2  attached).  It  appears  that  the 
limited  clearance under  the  timber  cross planks and  the narrow width of  the unobstructed openings 
between piers (approximately eight feet) may only be suitable for the passage of kayaks and canoes. A 
review of Google Earth  (2009) aerial photography did  reveal  the presence of a single  residential dock 
located  approximately 0.6 miles downstream  (to  the  south) of  the  existing  railroad bridge. No other 
docks or signs of active boating were noted along downstream reaches of the creek. Approximately 0.2 
miles upstream of the railroad bridge, docks begin to appear just north of the Virginia Beach Boulevard 
bridge and steadily increase in frequency as one heads north along the creek towards Lynnhaven Bay. 
 
Great Neck Creek 
 
Another major crossing of a creek by the project corridor is over Great Neck Creek just to the northeast 
of the Oceana Naval Base. The creek actually flows under the railroad corridor via a large culvert and the 
channel just north and south of the culvert is narrow and densely vegetated (refer to Photo 3 attached). 
There are several other smaller creeks and waterways crossed by the existing rail corridor but like Great 
Neck Creek, all flow through culverts of various sizes under the railroad bed. None of these appear to be 
navigable in the vicinity of the project corridor.  
 
Linkhorn Bay 
 
Due to the addition of the Hilltop alignment alternative on Laskin Road, an additional crossing  is being 
added to the DEIS at Upper Linkhorn Bay. At this time, a field survey has not been completed for this 
crossing.  Field survey work is anticipated to be performed later this month. 
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In addition to reaching out to  the U.S. Coast Guard  for  information, we will also consult with the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers to request any mapping they may have that depicts navigable waterways in the 
project study corridor. We sincerely appreciate your assistance and  look  forward  to hearing  from you 
soon. 
 
Very truly yours, 

 
FITZGERALD & HALLIDAY, INC. 

 
 
 
 

Stephanie Dyer‐Carroll, AICP 
Senior Project Manager 

 
cc: C. Tillery (FHI); E. Nelson (HDR); J. Timm (HRT) 
 
 
Enclosure 
 
 



Planning Consultants 

Photos of Major Creek Crossings in the Virginia Beach Transit Extension Study Corridor 
 

 

 
 
Photo 1: View of upstream face of the Norfolk Southern Railroad Bridge over Thalia Creek.  Note that 
timber cross planks block passage through openings except in one location.  That opening is roughly 
eight feet in width. 
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Photo 2: View of upstream face of the Norfolk Southern Railroad Bridge over London Bridge Creek. Note 
that timber cross planks block passage though several of the openings between the piers. Unobstructed 
openings are roughly eight feet in width. 
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Photo 3: View of vegetated narrow channel at Great Neck Creek proximate to the existing rail corridor. 
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FITZGERALD & HALLIDAY, INC.  

72 Cedar Street, Hartford, Connecticut 06106 
Tel. (860) 247-7200 
Fax (860) 247-7206 

 
 
 
 
May 7, 2013                       
 
Ms. Cindy Schulz 
United States Fish & Wildlife Service 
6669 Short Lane 
Gloucester, VA 23061 

 
 
Subject:  Virginia Beach Transit Extension Study Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) 
 
Dear Ms. Schulz: 
 
Under contract  to HDR,  Inc., Fitzgerald & Halliday,  Inc.  (FHI)  is assisting Hampton Roads Transit  (HRT) 
with  the preparation of a Draft Environmental  Impact Statement  (DEIS)  for  the Virginia Beach Transit 
Extension Study  (VBTES). Our  initial  inquiry  relative  to  federal endangered and/or  threatened  species 
and critical habitats within the project corridor was submitted to your office  in December 2009.   Your 
office  responded  in March  2010,  indicating  that  no  impacts were  anticipated  to  federal  endangered 
and/or threatened species and critical habitats. Since this time, options have been added for the fixed‐
route alignment  in  the Hilltop area along Laskin Road and station  locations have been refined. At  this 
time  FHI  seeks  to  re‐initiate  our  coordination  efforts  with  your  office  and  kindly  requests  any 
information including a statement of your concerns, if any, relative to potential impacts from the project 
relative to federal endangered and/or threatened species and critical habitats. Any information provided 
will be utilized in the preparation of the DEIS for the project. 
 
The VBTES project involves assessing the environmental impact of various transit alternatives including 
bus,  bus  rapid  transit,  and  light  rail  transit  along  approximately  10.8  miles  of  the  former  Norfolk 
Southern Corporation’s rail right‐of‐way in Virginia Beach and eastward to the Oceanfront at 19th Street.  
This  inactive rail corridor extends from Newtown Road at the Norfolk‐Virginia Beach City line eastward 
to Birdneck Road  in a  line roughly parallel to  Interstate 264. The Oceanfront extension of the corridor 
starts at Birdneck Road and stretches along 17th Street and Washington Street to 19th Street and Arctic. 
An alternative fixed‐guideway alignment to the Oceanfront is also being studied through the Hilltop area 
along Laskin Road, and  two potential  locations  for a vehicle storage and maintenance  facility are also 
under  study.    The  study  corridor  is  depicted  on  the  attached  four  map  sheets  derived  from  the 
Kempsville, VA, Princess Anne, VA, and Virginia Beach, VA USGS Topographic Quadrangle Maps. With 
the  exception  of  several  proposed  station  locations  (which  are  depicted  by  the  “bulb‐outs”  on  the 
attached map sheets), the study corridor being evaluated is roughly 500 feet wide. 
 
The study area is largely the same as depicted in map sheets provided to you with our December 2009 
correspondence.  The main  changes  are  the  elimination  of  some  of  the  initial  station  locations  and 
addition of others, as well as  the Hilltop area alternative alignment west of Birdneck Road along  the 
Laskin Road corridor.  
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Using the Virginia Department of Game & Inland Fisheries BOVA online database, we have generated a 
list of federal and state endangered and/or threatened species within a 10‐mile radius around Virginia 
Beach. This list is enclosed for your reference. We respectfully request your professional opinion on any 
anticipated impacts to these species from the proposed project. 
 
We look forward to receiving any information you can provide us, and to future coordination with your 
office.  
 
 
Very truly yours, 

 
FITZGERALD & HALLIDAY, INC. 

 
 
 
 

Stephanie Dyer‐Carroll, AICP 
Senior Project Manager 

 
Enclosure 

 
cc: C. Tillery (FHI); E. Nelson (HDR); J. Timm (HRT) 

 
 



Federal	and	State	Threatened	and	Endangered	Species	within	10	miles	of	Virginia	Beach	

BOVA	Code	 Status*	 Tier	 Common	Name Scientific	Name	

030071	 FTST		 I		 Turtle,	loggerhead	sea		 Caretta	caretta	

040120	 FTST		 I		 Plover,	piping		 Charadrius	melodus	

030064	 SE		 I		 Turtle,	eastern	chicken		 Deirochelys	reticularia	reticularia

040118	 SE		 I		 Plover,	Wilson's		 Charadrius	wilsonia	

040110	 SE		 I		 Rail,	black		 Laterallus	jamaicensis	

050034	 SE		 I		 Bat,	Rafinesque's	eastern	big‐eared		 Corynorhinus	rafinesquii	macrotis

040096	 ST		 I		 Falcon,	peregrine		 Falco	peregrinus	

040129	 ST		 I		 Sandpiper,	upland		 Bartramia	longicauda	

040293	 ST		 I		 Shrike,	loggerhead		 Lanius	ludovicianus	

040379	 ST		 I		 Sparrow,	Henslow's		 Ammodramus	henslowii	

040179	 ST		 I		 Tern,	gull‐billed		 Sterna	nilotica	

010032	 FESE		 II		 Sturgeon,	Atlantic		 Acipenser	oxyrinchus	

030013	 SE		 II		 Rattlesnake,	canebrake		 Crotalus	horridus	

040183	 FESE		 IV		 Tern,	roseate		 Sterna	dougallii	dougallii	

050008	 ST		 IV		 Shrew,	Dismal	Swamp	southeastern	 Sorex	longirostris	fisheri	

030073	 FESE		 Turtle,	hawksbill	sea		 Eretmochelys	imbricata	

030074	 FESE		 Turtle,	Kemp's	ridley	sea		 Lepidochelys	kempii	

030075	 FESE		 Turtle,	leatherback	sea		 Dermochelys	coriacea	

030072	 FTST		 Turtle,	green	sea		 Chelonia	mydas	

040403	 ST		 Falcon,	Arctic	peregrine		 Falco	peregrinus	tundrius

040292	 ST		 Shrike,	migrant	loggerhead		 Lanius	ludovicianus	migrans
*	FT	=	federal	threatened,	FE	=	federal	endangered,	ST	=	state	threatened,	SE	=	state	endangered	
Source:	Virginia	Department	of	Game	&	Inland	Fisheries	BOVA	online	database,	February	2013	
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From: Julie Timm
To: Nelson, Eric
Subject: FW: Virginia Beach Transit Extension Study DEIS Section 106 Initiation (FTA)
Date: Thursday, June 06, 2013 11:58:41 AM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
VB Transit Extension Study DEIS Section 106 Initiation Ltr 06_06_13.pdf
Attachment A - FTA letter to DHR_8 4 09.pdf
Attachment B SHPO Project Vicinity Corridors Under Consideration.pdf

YAY!
 
Julie E. Timm, AICP, CEP
Transit Development Officer
Hampton Roads Transit
509 East 18th Street, Building #4
Norfolk, VA 23504
(p) 757-222-6000 x6699
(c) 757-771-0672
www.gohrt.com
 

From: ryan.long@dot.gov [mailto:ryan.long@dot.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, June 06, 2013 11:32 AM
To: kathleen.kilpatrick@dhr.virginia.gov
Cc: daniel.koenig@dot.gov; William E. Harrell; Ray Amoruso; Julie Timm; Michele.DeAngelis@dot.gov;
vida.morkunas@dot.gov
Subject: Virginia Beach Transit Extension Study DEIS Section 106 Initiation (FTA)
 
Dear Ms. Kilpatrick,
 
Hampton Roads Transit (HRT), in cooperation with the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), is
studying the possible extension of fixed-guideway transit service in the City of Virginia Beach.  The
attached letter (hard copy to follow) serves as the official notification from FTA of the initiation of
the Section 106 process for this project.  Supporting documentation with this initiation letter
includes previous correspondence with the Virginia Department of Historic Resources (SHPO), as
well as maps indicating the proposed project vicinity and corridors under consideration. A third
supporting document, prepared by the project sponsor, contains a Phase IA Cultural Resources
Reconnaissance Survey regarding historic resources. However, since this document is 48 MB, HRT
will be able to provide you a download link for this file, if that is acceptable to you. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at your convenience.
 
Thank you,
 
Ryan Long, AICP
Community Planner
Federal Transit Administration, Region III
1760 Market Street, Suite 500
Philadelphia, PA 19103
 

mailto:jtimm@hrtransit.org
mailto:Eric.Nelson@hdrinc.com
file:////c/www.gohrt.com
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HAMPTON ROADS TRANSIT LEGAL NOTICE: The information contained in this communication
(including any attachments) may be confidential and legally privileged information intended solely for
the use of the intended recipient. This email may not serve as a contractual agreement unless explicit
written agreement for this purpose has been made. If you are not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication or any of its
contents is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please re-send this
communication to the sender indicating that it was received in error and delete the original message
and any copy of it from your computer system. You may also contact the sender immediately by calling
Hampton Roads Transit at 757.222.6000.

mailto:ryan.long@dot.gov
https://www.facebook.com/FTADOT
https://twitter.com/FTA_DOT












From: Julie Timm
To: Ray Amoruso; Nelson, Eric
Subject: FW: VBTES FTA/FHWA Presentation from May 6, 2013
Date: Tuesday, June 11, 2013 10:50:38 AM
Attachments: image001.png

FYI
 
Julie E. Timm, AICP, CEP
Transit Development Officer
Hampton Roads Transit
509 East 18th Street, Building #4
Norfolk, VA 23504
(p) 757-222-6000 x6699
(c) 757-771-0672
www.gohrt.com
 

From: daniel.koenig@dot.gov [mailto:daniel.koenig@dot.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 11, 2013 10:49 AM
To: Marisel.lopez-cruz@dot.gov
Cc: ryan.long@dot.gov; jose.granado@dot.gov; Adam.Jack@VDOT.Virginia.gov;
Nelson.Lee@VDOT.Virginia.gov; Eric.Stringfield@VDOT.Virginia.gov; John.Simkins@dot.gov; Julie Timm
Subject: RE: VBTES FTA/FHWA Presentation from May 6, 2013
 
Hi Marisel,
 
Thanks for your reply and clarification on FHWA’s role as a participating agency in this EIS.  We’ll
continue to coordinate as we progress.  If you should have any other questions, don’t hesitate to
contact either Ryan or myself.  Thanks.
 
-Dan
 

From: Lopez-Cruz, Marisel (FHWA) 
Sent: Monday, June 10, 2013 10:38 AM
To: Koenig, Daniel (FTA)
Cc: Long, Ryan (FTA); Granado, Jose (FHWA); Jack, Adam J. PE (VDOT); Lee, Nelson T. "Ty" PE
(VDOT); Stringfield, Eric L. (VDOT); Simkins, John (FHWA)
Subject: RE: VBTES FTA/FHWA Presentation from May 6, 2013
 
Hello,
 
We have discussed this with VDOT and internally, and because it is unknown if there would
be any federal action (s) involved at our end, FHWA would like to continue being
participating agency in the development of the Draft EIS. We are looking forward for the
continue involvement in the development of this environmental document.
 
Thanks,
Marisel
 
 

mailto:jtimm@hrtransit.org
mailto:ramoruso@hrtransit.org
mailto:Eric.Nelson@hdrinc.com
file:////c/www.gohrt.com

5 Please consider the environment before printing this email





Marisel López Cruz
Planning and Environmental Specialist
Federal Highway Administration
400 North 8th Street, Suite 750
Richmond, Virginia 23219
Phone: (804) 775-3376
Fax: (804) 804-775-3356

 
 
 
From: Julie Timm [mailto:jtimm@hrtransit.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 11:19 AM
To: Ray Amoruso; Nelson, Eric; Chandler, Chad; 'Lutke, Amanda'; Lee Roy Padgett; Koenig, Daniel
(FTA); 'Inman, Amy (DRPT)'; Long, Ryan (FTA); Morkunas, Vida (FTA); Lopez-Cruz, Marisel (FHWA);
'Lee, Nelson T. "Ty" PE (VDOT)'; 'Stringfield, Eric L. (VDOT)'; 'Jack, Adam J. PE (VDOT)'; Simkins, John
(FHWA); Mark Schnaufer; Samantha Sink; Don Lint
Subject: VBTES FTA/FHWA Presentation from May 6, 2013
 
Marisel,
 
Please find attached the Virginia Beach Transit Extension Study FTA/FHWA Presentation from May 6,
2013 for your review.  Notes have been included with key slides to describe areas where the
proposed project crosses or potentially impacts federal aid roads.
 
If you or your team have any questions on this information, please feel free to contact me directly.
 
Respectfully,
Julie
 
 
Julie E. Timm, AICP, CEP
Transit Development Officer
Hampton Roads Transit
509 East 18th Street, Building #4
Norfolk, VA 23504
(p) 757-222-6000 x6699
(c) 757-771-0672
www.gohrt.com
 
 

HAMPTON ROADS TRANSIT LEGAL NOTICE: The information contained in this communication
(including any attachments) may be confidential and legally privileged information intended solely for
the use of the intended recipient. This email may not serve as a contractual agreement unless explicit
written agreement for this purpose has been made. If you are not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication or any of its
contents is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please re-send this

mailto:jtimm@hrtransit.org
file:////c/www.gohrt.com


communication to the sender indicating that it was received in error and delete the original message
and any copy of it from your computer system. You may also contact the sender immediately by calling
Hampton Roads Transit at 757.222.6000.
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FITZGERALD & HALLIDAY, INC.  

72 Cedar Street, Hartford, Connecticut 06106 
Tel. (860) 247‐7200 
Fax (860) 247‐7206 

 
 

June 18, 2013 
 
 
Ms. Shirl Dressler 
Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries 
Wildlife Diversity Division 
4010 West Broad Street 
Richmond, VA  23230 
 
 
Subject:    Virginia  Beach  Transit  Extension  Study  Alternatives  Analysis  /  Draft  Environmental  Impact 

Statement (AA / DEIS) 
 
Dear Ms. Dressler: 
 

Under contract  to HDR,  Inc., Fitzgerald & Halliday,  Inc.  (FHI)  is assisting Hampton Roads Transit  (HRT) 
with  the  preparation  of Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement  (DEIS)  for  the  Virginia  Beach  Transit 
Extension Study  (VBTES). Our  initial  inquiry  relative  to  federal endangered and/or  threatened  species 
and critical habitats within the project corridor was submitted to your office  in December 2009.   Since 
this time, options have been added for the fixed‐route alignment  in the Hilltop area along Laskin Road 
and station locations have been refined. Thus, FHI seeks to re‐initiate our coordination efforts with your 
office and kindly  requests any  information  including a  statement of your  concerns,  if any,  relative  to 
potential  impacts  from  the  project  relative  to  endangered  and/or  threatened  species  and  critical 
habitats. Any information provided will be utilized in the preparation of the DEIS for the project. 

The VBTES project involves assessing the environmental impact of various transit alternatives including 
bus,  bus  rapid  transit,  and  light  rail  transit  along  approximately  10.8  miles  of  the  former  Norfolk 
Southern Corporation’s rail right‐of‐way in Virginia Beach and eastward to the Oceanfront at 19th Street.  
This  inactive rail corridor extends from Newtown Road at the Norfolk‐Virginia Beach City line eastward 
to Birdneck Road  in a  line roughly parallel to  Interstate 264. The Oceanfront extension of the corridor 
starts at Birdneck Road and stretches along 17th Street and Washington Street to 19th Street and Arctic.  
An alternative fixed‐guideway alignment through the Hilltop area along Laskin Road, and two potential 
locations  for  a  vehicle  storage  and maintenance  facility  are  also  under  study.    The  study  corridor  is 
depicted  on  the  attached  four map  sheets  derived  from  the  Kempsville, VA,  Princess Anne, VA,  and 
Virginia Beach, VA USGS Topographic Quadrangle Maps. With the exception of several proposed station 
locations (which are depicted by the “bulb‐outs” on the attached map sheets), the study corridor being 
evaluated is roughly 500 feet wide. 
 
The study area is largely the same as depicted in map sheets provided to you with our December 2009 
correspondence.  The main  changes  are  the  elimination  of  some  of  the  initial  station  locations  and 
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addition of others, as well as  the Hilltop area alternative alignment west of Birdneck Road along  the 
Laskin Road corridor.  
 
Using the Virginia Department of Game & Inland Fisheries BOVA online database (report attached), and 
based on general habitat characterization within  the project corridor, we have preliminarily  identified 
federal and  state endangered and/or  threatened  species  that could potentially be  located within  two 
miles of the project corridor.  No species specific field surveys have been completed at this time.  These 
include the following: 
 

Species  Scientific Name  Tier  Status 

Canebrake rattlesnake  Crotalus horridus  II  SE 

Eastern chicken turtle  Deirochelys reticularia reticularia  I  SE 

Loggerhead shrike  Lanius ludovicaianus  I  ST 

Migrant loggerhead shrike  Lanius ludovicianus migrans    ST 

Dismal Swamp southeastern shrew  Sorex longirostris fisheri  IV  ST 

 
We respectfully request your professional opinion on any anticipated impacts to these species, and any 
additional Threatened or Endangered species, from the proposed project. 
 
We look forward to receiving any information you can provide us, and to future coordination with your 
office.  
 
 
Very truly yours, 

 
FITZGERALD & HALLIDAY, INC. 

 
 
 
 

Stephanie Dyer‐Carroll, AICP 
Senior Project Manager 

 
Enclosure 

 
cc: C. Tillery (FHI); E. Nelson (HDR); J. Timm (HRT) 
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5/14/2013  11:03:40 AM Fish and Wildlife Information Service 

Help

Virginia Department of Game and Inland 

Fisheries 

25 Species Booklets for Fish, Amphibians, Reptiles, Birds, 
Mammals, Mollusks, Other Aquatic Invertebrates, 
Terrestrial Invertebrates, Marine Mammals having Status or Wildlife Action 
Plan codes "FE, FT, FS, SE, ST" in (810) Virginia Beach City 
A Species Booklet Pop-up Window is opened when you click on any common name. 
Table is currently ordered by Status importance * - Click another column header to sort by that column. 

Species Code Status * WAP ** Common Name Scientific Name

 010032  FESE  II Sturgeon, Atlantic Acipenser oxyrinchus

 040183  FESE  IV Tern, roseate Sterna dougallii dougallii

 030073  FESE Turtle, hawksbill sea Eretmochelys imbricata

 030074  FESE Turtle, Kemp's ridley sea Lepidochelys kempii

 030075  FESE Turtle, leatherback sea Dermochelys coriacea

 030071  FTST  I Turtle, loggerhead sea Caretta caretta

 040120  FTST  I Plover, piping Charadrius melodus

 030072  FTST Turtle, green sea Chelonia mydas

 030064  SE  I Turtle, eastern chicken Deirochelys reticularia 
reticularia

 040118  SE  I Plover, Wilson's Charadrius wilsonia

 040110  SE  I Rail, black Laterallus jamaicensis

 050034  SE  I Bat, Rafinesque's eastern big-
eared

Corynorhinus rafinesquii 
macrotis

 030013  SE  II Rattlesnake, canebrake Crotalus horridus

 040096  ST  I Falcon, peregrine Falco peregrinus

 040129  ST  I Sandpiper, upland Bartramia longicauda

 040293  ST  I Shrike, loggerhead Lanius ludovicianus

 040379  ST  I Sparrow, Henslow's Ammodramus henslowii

 040179  ST  I Tern, gull-billed Sterna nilotica

 030010  ST  II Lizard, eastern glass Ophisaurus ventralis

 050008  ST  IV Shrew, Dismal Swamp 
southeastern Sorex longirostris fisheri

 040403  ST Falcon, Arctic peregrine Falco peregrinus tundrius

Page 1 of 2VAFWIS - Species Information - Available Booklets

5/14/2013https://fwisweb1.dgif.virginia.gov/fwis/NewPages/VaFWIS_report_bova.asp?lastMenu=Home.Sp...



 040292  ST Shrike, migrant loggerhead Lanius ludovicianus migrans

 040144  FC  IV Knot, red Calidris canutus rufus

 040093  FS  II Eagle, bald Haliaeetus leucocephalus

 100002  FS  III Skipper, Duke's (or scarce 
swamp) Euphyes dukesi

* FE=Federal Endangered;    FT=Federal Threatened;    SE=State Endangered;    ST=State Threatened;    FP=Federal Proposed;    
FC=Federal Candidate;    FS=Federal Species of Concern;    CC=Collection Concern 

** I=VA Wildlife Action Plan - Tier I - Critical Conservation Need;    
II=VA Wildlife Action Plan - Tier II - Very High Conservation Need;    
III=VA Wildlife Action Plan - Tier III - High Conservation Need;    
IV=VA Wildlife Action Plan - Tier IV - Moderate Conservation Need 

List completeness is dependent on a search for published scientific records of which there may be many naming counties but few for 
other area types. 

audit no. 460240   5/14/2013  11:03:40 AM    Virginia Fish and Wildlife Information Service 
© 1998-2013 Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries 
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Tel: (804) 367-2323 
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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

Department of Historic Resources

2801 Kensington Avenue, Richmond, Virginia 23221
 

June 26, 2013 

 

Ryan Long, Community Planner 

Federal Transit Administration, Region III

1760 Market Street, Suite 500 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 

 

Re: Virginia Beach Transit Extension

 City of Virginia Beach, Virginia

 DHR File No. 2009-1705 

 

Dear Mr. Long,  

 

On June 6, 2013, the Virginia Department of Historic Resources (DHR) received 

the above-referenced project for our review and comment pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic 

Preservation Act of 1966, as amended.  We understand that the proposed project 

funding through the Federal Transit Administration (FTA)

 

DHR understands that Hampton Roads Transit (HRT) is studying a proposed exten

into the City of Virginia Beach, Virginia.  

the project will connect the existing light rail service at Newtown Road to the Virginia Beach Oceanfront.  

The proposed extension will run along the inactive National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) 

Norfolk Southern Rail Corridor, purchased by the City of Virginia Beach in 2012.  Other corridors are 

also under consideration using light rail and bus rapid transit fixed

We understand that the range of alternatives may change.  

 

Thank you for initiating Section 106 with our office.  We look 

development of the Area of Potential Effects and 

with your consultant to review the project on July 17, 2013.  

please contact me at (804) 482-6084, or via email at 

  

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Andrea Kampinen, Architectural Historian

Office of Review and Compliance 

 

Cc: Dan Koenig, FTA; Julie Timm, HRT

 

Tidewater Region Office 

14415 Old Courthouse Way 

2nd Floor 

Newport News, VA 23608 

Tel: (757) 886-2807 

Fax: (757) 886-2808 

Western Region Office  

962 Kime Lane  

Salem, VA 24153  

Tel: (540) 387-5443  

Fax: (540) 387-5446 

COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA
 

Department of Historic Resources 
 

2801 Kensington Avenue, Richmond, Virginia 23221 

, Region III 

Virginia Beach Transit Extension – Section 106 Initiation 

, Virginia 

, the Virginia Department of Historic Resources (DHR) received information

referenced project for our review and comment pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic 

amended.  We understand that the proposed project may be receiving federal 

funding through the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), and FTA would like to initiate Section 106

DHR understands that Hampton Roads Transit (HRT) is studying a proposed extension of transit service 

into the City of Virginia Beach, Virginia.    Currently being studied under a Draft EIS, pursuant to NEPA, 

the project will connect the existing light rail service at Newtown Road to the Virginia Beach Oceanfront.  

nsion will run along the inactive National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) 

Norfolk Southern Rail Corridor, purchased by the City of Virginia Beach in 2012.  Other corridors are 

using light rail and bus rapid transit fixed-guide way options for the extension.  

We understand that the range of alternatives may change.   

106 with our office.  We look forward to working with you on the 

of the Area of Potential Effects and list of consulting parties.  We have a meeting scheduled 

to review the project on July 17, 2013.  Should you have any additional questions, 

6084, or via email at andrea.kampinen@dhr.virginia.gov

Andrea Kampinen, Architectural Historian 

Julie Timm, HRT; Jeanne Barnes, HDR, Inc.  

Northern Region Office 

5357 Main Street 

P.O. Box 519 

Stephens City, VA 22655 

Tel: (540) 868-7029 

Fax: (540) 868-7033 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Kathleen S. Kilpatrick 

Director 

 

Tel: (804) 367-2323 

Fax: (804) 367-2391 

TDD: (804) 367-2386 

www.dhr.virginia.gov 

information regarding 

referenced project for our review and comment pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic 

be receiving federal 

, and FTA would like to initiate Section 106. 

sion of transit service 

Currently being studied under a Draft EIS, pursuant to NEPA, 

the project will connect the existing light rail service at Newtown Road to the Virginia Beach Oceanfront.  

nsion will run along the inactive National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) -eligible 

Norfolk Southern Rail Corridor, purchased by the City of Virginia Beach in 2012.  Other corridors are 

way options for the extension.  

to working with you on the 

We have a meeting scheduled 

Should you have any additional questions, 

andrea.kampinen@dhr.virginia.gov.   
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Our initial inquiry relative to Natural Heritage resources was submitted in December 2009.  Your office 
responded in January 2010, indicating that no impacts were anticipated to Natural Heritage resources and 
state threatened plants and insects. Since this time, options have been added for the fixed-route alignment 
in the Hilltop area along Laskin Road and station locations have been refined.  

Project Location:  The study corridor for the various alignment options is depicted on the attached four 
map sheets derived from the Kempsville, VA, Princess Anne, VA, and Virginia Beach, VA USGS 
Topographic Quadrangle Maps. With the exception of several proposed station and vehicle maintenance 
locations, depicted by the “bulb-outs” on the attached map sheets, the study corridor being evaluated is 
roughly 500 feet wide. The approximate center point of the corridor is Lat: 36 50 21.94N, Long: 76 05 
24.53W. 

Acreage:  For the purposes of this Natural Heritage project review, we are concerned with the presence of 
endangered and/or threatened species within approximately 250 feet of the center line of the corridor.  In 
addition to the corridor we are also interested in information on areas where potential stations or vehicle 
storage and maintenance facilities are planned.  The location of these proposed stations is still under 
review but they will likely be located within the “bulb-outs” depicted on the USGS maps referenced 
above. The entire study area including the 500-foot wide corridor, station locations and maintenance 
facilities encompasses approximately 1,200 acres within the City of Virginia Beach. 

Existing Site Conditions:   The project study corridor is heavily developed on both sides from Newtown 
Road to the Virginia Beach Oceanfront.  Development along the corridor is a mix of commercial, 
industrial, and residential properties. Major water crossings include Thalia Creek to the east of Virginia 
Beach Town Center, London Bridge Creek, Great Neck Creek, and Upper Linkhorn Bay. Development in 
the vicinity of Thalia Creek, London Bridge Creek and Great Neck Creek is less dense than the 
surrounding area. The only other portion of the corridor that is not heavily developed is where it passes 
north and northeast of Oceana Naval Base.  In general, narrow drainage ditch wetlands and grassy and/or 
shrubby areas characterize much of the inactive railroad right-of-way.  Fieldwork for this portion of the 
project was undertaken in 2009. Additional fieldwork was undertaken in April 2013, including a survey 
of the Laskin Road corridor.  The conditions along the Laskin Road corridor consist of a mix of 
commercial, industrial and residential properties.  The only major water crossing within this portion of the 
alignment is Upper Linkhorn Bay.  Photos 1-4 below are typical representations of the topography, 
vegetation, and environmental conditions found along the inactive railroad corridor.  Photo 5 depicts 
conditions along Laskin Road. Photos 6-9 depict conditions at the major water crossings. 

  



Photo 1: Looking east along corridor toward I-264 overpass with Witchduck Road just further to 
the east 

 

 

Photo 2: Looking east from a point just west of Virginia Beach Town Center 

 

 

  



Photo 3: Looking east from a point just west of Thalia Creek Crossing 

 

 

 

Photo 4: Near Oceana Naval Base 

 

 

 

  



Photo 5: Laskin Road west of First Colonial Road 

 

 

Photo 6: Thalia Creek Crossing 

 

 

  



Photo 7: London Bridge Creek and Vicinity 

 

 

Photo 8: Great Neck Creek and Vicinity     

     

  

  



Photo 9: Upper Linkhorn Bay  

 

 

Send data and invoice (if applicable) to:   

Stephanie Dyer-Carroll, AICP 
Senior Project Manager 
Fitzgerald & Halliday, Inc. 
72 Cedar Street 
Hartford, CT 06106 
sdyer-carroll@fhiplan.com 
 
Phone (860) 247-7200 
Fax: (860) 247-7206 
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From: Kampinen, Andrea (DHR)
To: daniel.koenig@dot.gov; ryan.long@dot.gov
Cc: Barnes, Jeanne; Nelson, Eric; jtimm@hrtransit.org; Mark E. Shea (meshea@vbgov.com)
Subject: Virginia Beach Transit Extension Study
Date: Friday, August 02, 2013 11:03:02 AM

Dan and Ryan,
 

As a follow up from our meeting on July 25th, I intend to formally comment on the Area of Potential
Effects and Survey Methodology in order to keep 106 moving on this project, however there were a
few survey questions I needed to ask our Survey Coordinator, Carey Jones.  I discussed Jeanne’s
suggestions for architectural survey along the corridor with Carey, but before we made a decision,
Carey wanted the opinion of our Deputy Director.  Unfortunately, she is out of the office this week,
but due back next week.  Carey and I should be able to catch her for a few minutes once she gets
caught up.   As soon as I have an answer, I’ll speak with Jeanne before I put everything into a formal
comment letter.  I believe HDR said they wouldn’t be able to start surveying until September, so I
hope we have a little time. 
 
For future correspondence, I’ll just stick to our arrangement we’ve had for other FTA projects.  I’ll
copy both of you on major 106 milestones, but keep most of the technical back and forth questions
between DHR and the consultants.  If you prefer otherwise, just let me know. 
 
Thanks,
 
Andrea
Andrea Kampinen
Architectural Historian, Office of Review and Compliance
Virginia Department of Historic Resources
2801 Kensington Avenue
Richmond, VA 23221
(804) 482-6084 
Fax: (804) 367-2391
andrea.kampinen@dhr.virginia.gov
 
 
 

mailto:Andrea.Kampinen@dhr.virginia.gov
mailto:daniel.koenig@dot.gov
mailto:ryan.long@dot.gov
mailto:Jeanne.Barnes@hdrinc.com
mailto:Eric.Nelson@hdrinc.com
mailto:jtimm@hrtransit.org
mailto:meshea@vbgov.com
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aeronautical uses at existing airports or 
commercial space launch sites. 

Paragraph 5–6.5b (formerly 311b) 
adds clarification that this applies to 
establishment of jet routes as they are 
one type of federal airway. 

Paragraph 5–6.5c (formerly 311c) adds 
the example ‘‘reduction in times of use 
(e.g., from continuous to intermittent, or 
use by a Notice to Airmen (NOTAM)’’ 
to the list of ‘‘such as’’ actions. This 
clarifies that actions to return all or part 
of special use airspace (SUA) to the 
National Airspace System (NAS) 
includes reduction in times of use. 

Paragraph 5–6.5g (formerly 311g) is 
slightly modified to include ‘‘Required 
Navigation Performance’’ (RNP). It also 
specifies that a Noise Screening Tool or 
other FAA-approved environmental 
screening methodology should be used. 

Paragraph 5–6.5h (formerly 311h) is 
slightly modified to include 
‘‘modification’’ of helicopter routes to 
clarify that establishment of helicopter 
routes also includes modification of 
these routes as long as they channel 
helicopter activity over major 
thoroughfares. 

Paragraph 5–6.5i (formerly 311i) 
updates reference to a Noise Screening 
Tool (NST) or other FAA approved 
environmental screening methodology. 

Paragraph 5–6.6b is modified to 
provide clarity that the categorical 
exclusion applies to an aerobatic 
practice area containing one aerobatic 
practice box in accordance with 1050.1E 
Guidance Memo #5, Clarification of 
FAA Order 1050.1E CATEX 312b to 
Aerobatic Actions. 

Change 18 revises the discussion of 
EA format and process to streamline the 
explanation of each element and clarify 
that an EA should be concise and 
focused and should not be as detailed as 
an EIS (see Paragraph 6–2). Since this 
section has been reduced in detail, there 
are cross-references to the 
corresponding EIS sections for 
environmental assessments that may 
need to be more substantial. 

Change 19 revises the language in 
notices soliciting public comment on 
draft EAs and draft EISs, stating that 
personal information provided by 
commenters (e.g., addresses, phone 
numbers, and email addresses) may be 
made publicly available (see Paragraphs 
6–2.2.e and 7–1.2.d(1)(a)). 

Change 20 adds a new paragraph to 
explain the conditions under which the 
FAA may choose to terminate 
preparation of an EIS and clarifies what 
steps the FAA should take when this 
situation occurs (see Paragraph 7–1.3). 

Change 21 adds a discussion of FAA 
policy with respect to consideration of 

transboundary impacts resulting from 
FAA actions (see Paragraph 8–3). 

Change 22 updates the discussion of 
international actions to be consistent 
with DOT Order 5610.1, including 
guidance on coordination within the 
FAA/DOT and U.S. State Department 
when communication with foreign 
governments is needed (see Paragraph 
8–4). 

Change 23 clarifies the alternative 
process to consider environmental 
impacts before taking emergency actions 
necessary to protect the lives and safety 
of the public in emergency 
circumstances. These alternative 
arrangements are limited to actions 
necessary to control the immediate 
impacts of an emergency. Order 1050.1F 
expands this section to provide for 
emergency procedures when a CATEX 
or EA would be the appropriate level of 
NEPA review (see Paragraph 8–5). 

Change 24 clarifies and expands on 
requirements relating to FAA adoption 
of other agencies’ NEPA documents (see 
Paragraph 8–7). Clarifies requirements 
for legal sufficiency review of adopted 
documents and when this review is 
required (see Paragraph 8–7.d). Also 
adds a discussion of recirculation 
requirements for EISs to highlight that 
there are some circumstances in which 
adopted documents must be re- 
circulated (see Paragraph 8–7.f). 

Change 25 clarifies that there is no 
specified format for written re- 
evaluations. It also adds a statement to 
explain that written re-evaluations may 
be prepared even when they are not 
required. In addition, this section also 
adds a discussion of combining decision 
documents with written re-evaluations 
(i.e., a ‘‘WR/ROD’’) (see Paragraph 9–2). 

Change 26 streamlines, consolidates, 
and clarifies provisions relating to 
review, approval, and signature 
authority for FAA NEPA documents (see 
Chapter 10). 

Change 27 revises text in Paragraph 
11–2 to clarify the authority of various 
parties and to be consistent with other 
FAA Orders (see Paragraph 11–2). 

Change 28 clarifies provisions relating 
to explanatory guidance (see Paragraph 
11–4). 

Change 29 adds definitions of ‘‘NEPA 
lead’’ and ‘‘special purpose laws and 
requirements.’’ It deletes the definition 
of ‘‘Environmental Due Diligence 
Audit’’ because this term is no longer 
used in FAA Order 1050.1F. Definitions 
of ‘‘environmental studies’’, ‘‘approving 
official’’, and ‘‘decisionmaker’’ are 
revised to reflect current practice. The 
definition of ‘‘launch facility’’ is 
changed to ‘‘commercial space launch 
site’’ to be consistent with 14 CFR part 
420. The definition of ‘‘noise sensitive 

area’’ is revised to include a reference to 
Table 1 of 14 CFR part 150 rather than 
Appendix A of FAA Order 1050.1E, to 
provide context in light of the removal 
of Appendix A from proposed Order 
1050.1F. (See Paragraph 11–5.b). 

Issued in Washington, DC, on August 9, 
2013. 
Lourdes Q. Maurice, 
Executive Director, Office of Environment and 
Energy. 
[FR Doc. 2013–19734 Filed 8–13–13; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Federal Transit Administration 

Notice of Intent To Prepare an 
Environmental Impact Statement for 
the Virginia Beach Transit Extension 
Study, Virginia 

AGENCY: Federal Transit Administration 
(FTA), DOT. 
ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare an 
environmental impact statement. 

SUMMARY: The Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) and Hampton 
Roads Transit (HRT) are planning to 
prepare an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) for the Virginia Beach 
Transit Extension Study (VBTES). The 
VBTES will examine extending transit 
service from the eastern terminus of 
Norfolk’s existing Light Rail Transit 
(LRT) system, ‘‘The Tide,’’ at Newtown 
Road to the Virginia Beach Oceanfront 
either along the former Norfolk 
Southern Railroad right-of-way (NSRR 
ROW) that runs from Newtown Road to 
Birdneck Road or along the NSRR ROW 
to Laskin Road then onto Birdneck 
Road. From Birdneck Road, both 
alignments would extend onto 19th 
Street terminating at the Virginia Beach 
Oceanfront. 

In 2000, FTA and HRT prepared the 
Norfolk-Virginia Beach East/West Light 
Rail Transit System Final EIS. This 
document looked at an 18-mile transit 
system connecting downtown Norfolk to 
the Pavilion area of Virginia Beach. In 
2009, FTA and HRT began a 
Supplemental EIS for the VBTES that 
intended to evaluate changes in the 
project corridor since the 2000 EIS. As 
the Supplemental EIS progressed, FTA 
and HRT began studying an additional 
alternative alignment along Laskin 
Road. This alternative alignment and 
the additional amount of time that 
elapsed since work began on the 
Supplemental EIS led FTA to determine 
that a Supplemental EIS was no longer 
appropriate for the VBTES and instead 
a new EIS should be prepared. Pursuant 
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to 23 CFR 771.123(a), FTA and HRT 
now issue this Notice of Intent (NOI) for 
an EIS for the VBTES. Although the 
VBTES has been under consideration in 
some form since the 1980’s, and was 
included in the 2000 Final EIS, this EIS 
will specifically rely on relevant 
information that has been developed 
over the last several years since the 2009 
Supplemental EIS was proposed. 

The EIS for the VBTES will be 
prepared in accordance with the 
National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA). This NOI initiates formal 
scoping for the EIS, invites interested 
parties to participate in the process, 
provides information about the purpose 
and need for the study, includes the 
alternatives being considered for 
evaluation in the EIS, and identifies 
potential environmental effects to be 
considered. 

HRT began its VBTES public 
involvement process in 2009. It held 
frequent public meetings in 2010, 2012, 
and 2013, and continues to receive 
public comments on the study today. 
HRT plans additional public meetings 
for September 2013 and November 
2013. These continued opportunities for 
public involvement in the VBTES 
means no formal public scoping 
meetings are planned to be held for this 
EIS. 

In 2009 and 2013, HRT, in 
coordination with FTA, contacted 
interested party agencies for the VBTES. 
As such, agencies that have previously 
responded to invitations to engage in 
the VBTES process will remain as 
interested parties on the study and are 
not required to formally respond to this 
notice. 
DATES: Written comments on the scope 
of reasonable alternatives and impacts 
to be considered in the EIS must be sent 
to HRT as indicated below. Written 
comments must be received no later 
than September 13, 2013. 
ADDRESSES: Written comments should 
be sent to Ms. Marie Arnt, Public 
Outreach Coordinator, Hampton Roads 
Transit, 509 E. 18th Street, Norfolk, VA 
23504, by email to marnt@hrtransit.org, 
or through HRT’s Web site at 
www.gohrt.com/about/development/ 
vbtes. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
Ryan Long, FTA Community Planner, 
phone: (215) 656–7051. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

The Proposed Project: HRT is 
proposing to extend transit service from 
the eastern terminus of Norfolk’s 
existing LRT system, ‘‘The Tide,’’ at 
Newtown Road to the Virginia Beach 
Oceanfront. The service extension will 
operate as a fixed guideway transit 

system within the primary east-west 
transportation corridor in the City of 
Virginia Beach, Virginia. A fixed 
guideway transit system operates on a 
separate right-of-way that is exclusive 
for transit or other high-occupancy 
vehicles. The VBTES will evaluate 
alternatives for this service extension, 
including LRT and Bus Rapid Transit 
(BRT). The final alignment, number of 
stations and their locations, and specific 
eastern and western termini will be 
determined through the EIS process. 

HRT is intending to seek Capital 
Investment Grant (CIG) program funding 
from FTA for one or more of the 
alternatives that will be examined in the 
EIS. The CIG program, more commonly 
known as the New Starts, Small Starts, 
and Core Capacity program, involves a 
multi-year, multi-step process that 
project sponsors must complete before a 
project is eligible for funding. The steps 
in the process and the basic 
requirements of the program can be 
found on FTA’s Web site at 
www.fta.dot.gov. 

Purposes of and Need for the Project: 
The purpose of the VBTES is to provide 
an efficient, integrated, and multimodal 
system of public transit that: 

• Provides an efficient transportation 
option independent of traffic 
congestion; 

• Supports a dynamic local and 
regional economy by responding to 
existing and future travel needs; 

• Maintains or enhances livable 
communities within the project study 
corridor; and 

• Complements planned local growth 
initiatives and strategies. 

The City of Virginia Beach and the 
region need VBTES to improve personal 
mobility and to reduce traffic congestion 
in ways that are safe and reliable and 
that support future planned growth. 
Four decades of significant growth in 
population, employment, and tourism 
in the City of Virginia Beach has led to 
increased traffic and congestion on 
existing roadways serving the study 
area. Daily and commute trips by 
motorists and transit users have grown 
longer resulting in congestion and 
delays in both morning and evening 
peak periods in the primary east-west 
transportation corridor through the City 
of Virginia Beach. This corridor is 
defined by I–264, Virginia Beach 
Boulevard, Laskin Road, and the former 
NSRR ROW. 

The area within the corridor is largely 
developed. There are limited transit 
opportunities with the existing bus 
system which shares these congested 
roadways. In addition, the Virginia 
Beach Oceanfront resort area is a 
primary vacation destination for the 

entire Commonwealth of Virginia and 
the mid-Atlantic region. Non-work trips 
to access the Virginia Beach Oceanfront 
area during the period of May through 
September lead to increased congestion 
and travel delays for visitors as well as 
for residents making work and non- 
work trips. These recreational trips 
originate from both within and outside 
the region. 

Numerous transportation system 
planning studies have been completed 
for the Hampton Roads Region and the 
City of Virginia Beach that have 
examined the feasibility of providing 
additional transit service in the east- 
west corridor. These studies were 
conducted with full public 
participation. Each study identified the 
need to provide an efficient, safe, 
economical, and balanced 
transportation system (with auto, 
transit, and non-motorized modes of 
travel) that would minimize the impact 
to the environment and would 
complement the community’s 
development patterns. Development of a 
fixed-guideway transit system through 
Virginia Beach’s east-west corridor is 
discussed in the following studies: 

HRT/Hampton Roads Regional 
Planning District Commission Plans: 
• HRTPO Hampton Roads 2034 Long 

Range Transportation Plan (2012) 
• Hampton Roads Regional Transit 

Vision Plan (2011) 
• HRPDC Hampton Roads 2030 Long 

Range Transportation Plan (2006) 
• Norfolk to Virginia Beach Light Rail 

Transit Final EIS (2000) 
• Virginia Beach Corridor Major 

Investment Study (1995) 
• The Rail Systems Analysis and Fixed 

Guideway Service Plan (1991) 
• Planning for Restoration of Rail 

Passenger Service (1988) 
• Study of the Cost Effectiveness of 

Restoring Rail Passenger Service 
(1986) 

City of Virginia Beach Plans: 
• Hilltop Strategic Growth Area (SGA) 

Master Plan (2012) 
• Lynnhaven SGA Master Plan (2012) 
• Rosemont SGA Master Plan (2011) 
• Newtown SGA Master Plan (2010) 
• Pembroke SGA Implementation Plan 

(2009) 
• Virginia Beach Comprehensive Plan 

(2009) 
• Virginia Beach Oceanfront Resort 

Area Plan (2005) 
• Virginia Beach Central Business 

District Final Master Plan (1991) 
The HRT/Hampton Roads Regional 

Planning District Commission long- 
range plans are available for review at 
the HRT Web site (www.gohrt.com) and 
the Hampton Roads Planning District 
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Commission Web site (www.hrpdc.org). 
The City of Virginia Beach’s plans are 
available on its Web site 
(www.vbgov.com). 

Alternatives: The EIS will consider 
build and no-build alternatives to 
determine which would best serve the 
study area. The EIS will also include 
descriptions of alternatives considered 
for evaluation but which were 
determined not to be reasonable and 
therefore will not be carried forward for 
evaluation in detail in the EIS. The 
build alternatives being carried into the 
EIS will include LRT and BRT 
technologies. 

In the VBTES, the fixed guideway 
alignment options for the build 
alternative(s) are: 

• Newtown Road to the Rosemont 
area; 

• Newtown Road to the Oceanfront 
along the former NSRR ROW; and 

• Newtown Road to the Oceanfront 
partially along Laskin and Birdneck 
Roads. 

The implementation of a fixed 
guideway alternative would require the 
location and construction of stations 
and park-and-ride facilities and may 
require a vehicle storage and 
maintenance facility. Stations would be 
located at intervals that provide service 
to key activity centers in the study 
corridor. The EIS will consider 
reasonable and feasible alternative 
locations and configurations identified 
for each of these facilities during the 
study process. 

The EIS will collect and assess 
information for each alternative in order 
to evaluate and compare potential 
benefits and impacts. This will include 
such information as: 

• Station locations; 
• Ridership Forecasts; 
• Construction and Operation Costs 

(including utility relocations); 
• Impacts to natural resources 

(including wetlands, protected species, 
air quality); and 

• Impacts to the community and 
historic resources (including traffic, 
noise, businesses, residences, 
community resources). 

No Build Alternative: The No-Build 
Alternative serves as the NEPA baseline 
against which environmental effects of 
other alternatives, including the 
proposed project once one is identified, 
will be measured. The No-Build 
Alternative will include roadway and 
transit facility and service 
improvements (other than the Build 
Alternatives) planned, programmed and 
included in the Financially Constrained 
Regional Transportation Plan to be 
implemented by the Year 2040. The No 
Build Alternative will include minor 

transit service expansions and/or 
adjustments that reflect a continuation 
of existing service policies as identified 
by HRT. 

Probable Effects/Potential Impacts for 
Analysis: HRT anticipates the VBTES 
will result in a preferred build 
alternative with beneficial travel and 
economic development effects but may 
have some adverse environmental 
effects. The proposed build alternative 
would result in travel time savings for 
existing transit patrons and gain new 
transit users who switch from 
automobiles, while offering a broader 
range of transportation options for 
Virginia Beach and the region. It will 
also support economic development and 
land use goals of the City of Virginia 
Beach as identified in its 
Comprehensive Plan and Strategic 
Growth Area plans. The proposed build 
alternative would also contribute to 
goals of reducing growth in vehicle 
miles traveled and emissions, including 
greenhouse gases. 

The purpose of the EIS is to explore 
in a public setting the effects of the 
proposed project and its alternatives on 
the human and natural environment. 
FTA and HRT will evaluate the 
potential social, economic, and 
environmental impacts of the 
construction and operation of the 
proposed project. Impact areas to be 
addressed include: transportation; land 
use, zoning, and economic 
development; secondary development; 
land acquisition, visual impacts, 
displacements and relocations; cultural 
resources, including impacts on 
historical and archaeological resources 
and parklands/recreation areas; 
neighborhood compatibility and 
environmental justice; natural resource 
impacts including air quality, wetlands, 
and water resources; noise and 
vibration; energy use; safety and 
security; and wildlife and ecosystems, 
including endangered species. 
Reasonable measures to avoid, 
minimize, and mitigate adverse impacts 
will be identified and evaluated. 

Potential impacts are likely to be 
limited primarily to social and 
economic impacts associated with 
development of a fixed guideway transit 
project. These impacts include 
enhanced development opportunities 
and changes in zoning and local plans 
related to station area development. 
Such changes will be coordinated with 
the City of Virginia Beach’s 
comprehensive plan and Strategic 
Growth Area plans. Property acquisition 
and displacement may occur because of 
the development of park-and-ride 
facilities, alignments utilizing city street 
rights-of-way, and/or placement of 

traction power substations (if needed). 
Minimal, primarily short-term (e.g., 
construction), impacts may occur to 
wetlands and/or surface waters. 
Construction impacts may disrupt travel 
and access to businesses and/or 
residences on a short term basis. 

Role of Agencies and the Public: 
NEPA, and FTA’s regulations 
implementing NEPA, calls for public 
involvement in the EIS process. FTA 
and HRT will continue to provide a 
substantial level of public involvement 
throughout the EIS process, including 
open house meetings, newsletters, and 
outreach to city civic leagues and 
businesses. However, no formal public 
meetings are planned for the scoping 
period associated with this NOI due to 
the extensive previous public meetings 
hosted by HRT. Specifically related to 
public and agency involvement, FTA 
and HRT will (1) extend an invitation to 
other Federal and non-Federal agencies 
and Indian tribes that may have an 
interest in the proposed project to 
become ‘‘participating agencies’’; (2) 
provide an opportunity for involvement 
by participating agencies and the public 
in helping to define the purpose and 
need for a proposed project, as well as 
the range of alternatives for 
consideration in the EIS; and (3) 
establish a plan for coordinating public 
and agency participation in, and 
comment on, the environmental review 
process. 

A comprehensive public involvement 
program has been developed for the 
VBTES and is posted on the project Web 
site at www.gohrt.com. The public 
involvement program includes a full 
range of involvement activities 
including the project Web site; outreach 
to local officials, community and civic 
groups, and the public; and 
development and distribution of project 
newsletters. Specific mechanisms for 
involvement are detailed in the public 
involvement program. 

The public and participating agencies 
are invited to consider and comment on 
this preliminary statement of the 
purpose and need for the proposed 
Virginia Beach alternatives. Suggestions 
for modifications to the statement of 
purpose and need for the proposed 
project are welcome and will be given 
serious consideration. Comments on 
potential environmental impacts that 
may be associated with the proposed 
alternatives are also welcome. There 
will be additional opportunities to 
participate in the study process at future 
public meetings. 

FTA and HRT will comply with all 
applicable Federal environmental laws, 
regulations, and executive orders during 
the environmental review process. 
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1 NSR states that it is seeking abandonment to 
permit the removal of the remaining portion of the 
railroad bridge over the mouth of Devil’s Run 
Slough at the request of the United States Coast 
Guard (USCG), because USCG views the bridge 
structure as an impediment to waterway navigation. 

These requirements include, but are not 
limited to, the regulations of the Council 
on Environmental Quality 
implementing NEPA (40 CFR parts 
1500–1508) and FTA’s own NEPA 
regulations (23 CFR part 771); the air 
quality conformity regulations of the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) (40 CFR part 93); the Section 
404(b)(1) guidelines of EPA (40 CFR part 
230); the regulations implementing 
Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act (36 CFR part 800); the 
regulations implementing Section 7 of 
the Endangered Species Act (50 CFR 
part 402); Section 4(f) of the Department 
of Transportation Act (23 CFR part 774); 
Executive Order 12898 on 
Environmental Justice, 11988 on 
floodplain management, and 11990 on 
wetlands; and DOT Order 5610.2(a) on 
Environmental Justice. 

Paperwork Reduction: The Paperwork 
Reduction Act seeks, in part, to 
minimize the cost to the taxpayer of the 
creation, collection, maintenance, use, 
dissemination, and disposition of 
information. Consistent with this goal 
and with principles of economy and 
efficiency in government, it is FTA 
policy to limit insofar as possible 
distribution of complete printed sets of 
NEPA documents. Accordingly, unless a 
specific request for a complete printed 
set of the NEPA document is received 
before the document is printed, FTA 
and HRT will distribute only electronic 
copies of the NEPA document. A 
complete printed set of the 
environmental document will be 
available for review at HRT’s offices; an 
electronic copy of the complete 
environmental document will be 
available on the HRT’s Web site 
(www.gohrt.com). 

Brigid Hynes-Cherin, 
Regional Administrator. 
[FR Doc. 2013–19623 Filed 8–13–13; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Maritime Administration 

[USCG–2003–14294] 

Gulf Gateway Deepwater Port 
Decommissioning and License 
Termination 

AGENCY: Maritime Administration, DOT. 
ACTION: Public Notice; Final Agency 
Approval of the Gulf Gateway 
Deepwater Port Decommissioning and 
License Termination. 

SUMMARY: The Maritime Administration 
(MARAD) announces its final clearance 

and authorization of the 
decommissioning of the Gulf Gateway 
Deepwater Port and termination of the 
Gulf Gateway Deepwater Port License 
(License), effective as of June 28, 2013. 
Pursuant to Section 1503(h) of the 
Deepwater Port Act of 1974, as 
amended, a License may remain in 
effect until such time as it is either 
suspended or revoked by the Secretary 
of Transportation or surrendered by the 
licensee. For purposes of this agency 
action, MARAD has granted as of June 
28, 2013, final clearance of the 
completed decommissioning of the Gulf 
Gateway Deepwater Port facility, and 
approved termination of the official 
License and all other conditions and 
obligations set forth by the License. 
DATES: The date of termination of the 
License and all actions related to this 
action is effective as of June 28, 2013. 
ADDRESSES: The Docket Management 
Facility maintains the public docket for 
this project. The docket may be viewed 
electronically at http:// 
www.regulations.gov under docket 
number USCG–2003–14294, or in 
person at the U.S. Department of 
Transportation, Docket Operations, M– 
30, West Building Ground Floor, Room 
W12–140, 1200 New Jersey Avenue SE., 
Washington, DC 20590. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: If 
you have questions about the Gulf 
Gateway Deepwater Port project, contact 
Ms. Tracey Ford, Acting Office Director, 
Office of Deepwater Ports and Offshore 
Activities at (202) 366–0321 or 
Tracey.Ford@dot.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: By letter 
dated February 21, 2011, Excelerate 
Energy LP (Excelerate) notified MARAD 
and the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) of its 
intention to decommission the Gulf 
Gateway Deepwater Port, located 116 
miles off the coast of Louisiana. 
Excelerate’s decision to decommission 
the Gulf Gateway Deepwater Port was 
due primarily to declining pipeline 
capacity issues, significant operational 
challenges, and changes in the global 
natural gas market. In accordance with 
Article 20 of the License, Excelerate is 
required to decommission its deepwater 
port in compliance with the 
decommissioning plans approved by the 
Maritime Administrator and in 
accordance with applicable Federal 
regulations and guidelines in place at 
the time of decommissioning. The 
License further requires that MARAD 
approval be granted in concurrence with 
other relevant Federal agencies. This 
requirement was satisfied on April 14, 
2012, and Excelerate was granted 
authorization by MARAD to proceed 
with its planned decommissioning 

activities. Excelerate completed the final 
decommissioning process on March 14, 
2013. At the end of the 
decommissioning process, all 
components of the Gulf Gateway facility 
were removed and the connecting 
pipelines were decommissioned in- 
place, in accordance with applicable 
Federal regulations. 

As of the date of this notice, MARAD 
concurred that all decommissioning 
activities for the Gulf Gateway 
Deepwater Port have been completed, 
and approved termination of the official 
License and other related License 
obligations. 

This Federal Register Notice 
completes the final close-out and 
termination procedures for the Gulf 
Gateway Deepwater Port and License. 
No further action will be undertaken by 
MARAD. 

Additional information pertaining to 
the Gulf Gateway Deepwater Port 
project may be found in the public 
docket at www.regulations.gov under 
docket number USCG–2003–14294. 

Authority: 49 CFR 1.66 

By order of the Maritime Administrator 
Dated: August 8, 2013. 

Julie P. Agarwal, 
Secretary, Maritime Administration. 
[FR Doc. 2013–19687 Filed 8–13–13; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4910–81–P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Surface Transportation Board 

[Docket No. AB 290 (Sub-No. 347X)] 

Norfolk Southern Railway Company— 
Abandonment Exemption—in Marengo 
County, Ala 

Norfolk Southern Railway Company 
(NSR) has filed a verified notice of 
exemption under 49 CFR part 1152 
subpart F—Exempt Abandonments to 
abandon approximately 0.8 miles of rail 
line between milepost 241.3 N (east of 
the line’s crossing of the mouth of 
Devil’s Run Slough where the slough 
joins the Black Warrior River) and 
milepost 242.1 N (near the intersection 
of Nash Ave. and E. Franklin St., in 
Demopolis), in Marengo County, Ala.1 
The line traverses United States Postal 
Service Zip Code 36925. 

NSR has certified that: (1) No local 
traffic has moved over the line for at 
least two years; (2) no overhead traffic 
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Administrative Services 

10 Courthouse Ave. 

Petersburg, VA 23803 

Tel: (804) 862-6416 

Fax: (804) 862-6196 

Capital Region Office 

2801 Kensington Ave. 

Richmond, VA 23221 

Tel: (804) 367-2323 

Fax: (804) 367-2391 

 

 

Douglas W. Domenech 

Secretary of Natural Resources 

 

 

 

 

COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

Department of Historic Resources

2801 Kensington Avenue, Richmond, Virginia 23221
 

November 26, 2013 

 

Julie Timm, Transit Development Officer

Hampton Roads Transit 

3400 Victoria Boulevard 

Hampton, VA 23661 

 

Re: Virginia Beach Transit Extension 

 City of Virginia Beach, Virginia

 DHR File No. 2009-1705 

 

Dear Ms. Timm,  

 

Thank you for your letter regarding your proposed Cultural Resource Survey Methodology, which we 

received on November 8, 2013.  We understand that Hampton Roads Transit (HRT) would like to begin 

the identification of historic properties within the Area o

project; however the proposed methodology has changed slightly from what was discussed in the field on 

September 6, 2013.  For both archaeology and 

general overview of resources and potential effects within

information prepared by Gray and Pape, Inc. in January 2011,

reconnaissance survey of all three alternatives, HRT propose

the preferred alternative.  We concur with this survey 

changes to the methodology. 

 

Should you have any additional questions, please contact me at (804) 482

andrea.kampinen@dhr.virginia.gov.  

  

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Andrea Kampinen, Architectural Historian

Office of Review and Compliance 

 

Cc: 

Dan Koenig, FTA  

Marc Shea, City of Virginia Beach 

Jeanne Barnes, HDR, Inc.  

 

Tidewater Region Office 

14415 Old Courthouse Way 

2nd Floor 

Newport News, VA 23608 

Tel: (757) 886-2807 

Fax: (757) 886-2808 

Western Region Office  

962 Kime Lane  

Salem, VA 24153  

Tel: (540) 387-5443  

Fax: (540) 387-5446 

COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA
 

Department of Historic Resources 
 

2801 Kensington Avenue, Richmond, Virginia 23221 

Julie Timm, Transit Development Officer 

Virginia Beach Transit Extension – Survey Methodology 

, Virginia 

Thank you for your letter regarding your proposed Cultural Resource Survey Methodology, which we 

.  We understand that Hampton Roads Transit (HRT) would like to begin 

the identification of historic properties within the Area of Potential Effects for the above

project; however the proposed methodology has changed slightly from what was discussed in the field on 

For both archaeology and architecture, HRT will still prepare a historic context and 

resources and potential effects within the APE, building upon the background 

information prepared by Gray and Pape, Inc. in January 2011, but instead of a full architectural 

reconnaissance survey of all three alternatives, HRT proposes to only fully survey and assess effects on 

We concur with this survey approach; however please notify our office of any 

Should you have any additional questions, please contact me at (804) 482-6084, or via email at 

.   

Andrea Kampinen, Architectural Historian 

Marc Shea, City of Virginia Beach  

 

Northern Region Office 

5357 Main Street 

P.O. Box 519 

Stephens City, VA 22655 

Tel: (540) 868-7029 

Fax: (540) 868-7033 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Kathleen S. Kilpatrick 

Director 

 

Tel: (804) 367-2323 

Fax: (804) 367-2391 

TDD: (804) 367-2386 

www.dhr.virginia.gov 

Thank you for your letter regarding your proposed Cultural Resource Survey Methodology, which we 

.  We understand that Hampton Roads Transit (HRT) would like to begin 

f Potential Effects for the above-referenced 

project; however the proposed methodology has changed slightly from what was discussed in the field on 

HRT will still prepare a historic context and 

upon the background 

architectural 

and assess effects on 

however please notify our office of any 

6084, or via email at 
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